 MISSOURI SOCIOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION

OCTOBER 15-16, 2010 
ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES
Port Arrowhead Resort, Lake Ozark, MO 

Participants of the 2010 MSA annual meeting included  both faculty and students. They are: 
Christina Webster, President 2009-2010 and Bill Kristen (Secretary and Treasurer) from St. Charles Community College, Xiaoqing Wang, President-elect, 2010-2011 from Cottey College, Bonnie L. Mitchell from Truman State University, Cynthia Epperson (keynote speaker) from St. Louis Community College, Betty Cooper and her student Tamra Blanchard from Drury University, Musa Ilu and his student Matt Laemmli (first place undergraduate paper competition, from University of Central Missouri, Ali Kamal from Missouri Western State University, Audrey K. Madison (second place for undergraduate paper competition) from Saint Louis University, Allison Campbell, Victoria Edward, Allison Park and Thinn Thinn from Cottey College, and Patrick Murphy from Cengage Learning. 
At 7-7:45 pm (Friday, Oct. 15) Christina Webster made her Presidential Address on “Academic CPR: Resuscitating American Education” at the Ozark meeting room. Christina discussed using CPR to revive higher education—Cost containment, Prosperity for the country comes through and educated populace, and the 3Rs of core curriculum strengthening.  She also noted that several developed countries spend a lot less on higher education and arguably get better results than we do.

Then at 7:45-9pm followed by Cynthia Epperson’s keynote address on “Peace building: The Role of Sociology”. Cindy’s presentation included information on various resources available to those teaching courses in the area of peace studies, including the U.S. Institute of Peace (USIP.org), Building Peace: Sustainable Reconciliation in Divided Societies by John Paul Lederach, the Kroc Institute at the University of Notre Dame, peacealliance.org, the Global Campaign for Peace Education (peace-ed-campaign.org), and Cultures of Peace by Elise Boulding, and the Carter Center.  Suggested activities to promote on campuses throughout Missouri were International Peace Day on September 21 (resources on the UN website) and getting a “peace pole” (begun in Japan).
After the keynote address, participants had the reception at the restaurant, sponsored by Patrick Murphy. 

At 8-9am, (Saturday, on Oct. 16) participants had the breakfast at the Ozark meeting room. 
From 9:00 AM – 10:15 AM.  Dr. Betty Cooper from Drury University discussed the life of Elise Boulding and her contributions toward peace via public sociology.  Betty shared books by Boulding and pictures of her with those in attendance. He student Tamra Blanchard illustrated some activities related to peace studies, presented  their presentation on Presentation
Then at 10:30 am – 11:30 am, the winners for undergraduate student paper competition, presented their papers. The first place winner Matt Laemmli from University of Central Missouri presented his paper, “Greed and Grievance in the Niger Delta”. In his presentation, Matt, used greed and grievance theories in explaining causes of most conflicts in Nigeria, and pointed out that “Current trends in Nigeria and he global market suggest a bleak future for any resolutions or attainment of positive peace.”
The second place winner Audrey K. Madison from Saint Louis University, presented her paper, “ Creating Reality from Belief: Self-Fulfilling Prophecies in Everyday Life”. Audrey presented  that “self-fulfilling prophecies are extremely pervasive in day-to-day interactions, and people ten to under-appreciate this pervasiveness.”
At 11:30 am – 12:30 pm,  Lunch was provided by Port Arrowhead Resort. At 12:30 pm -1:30 pm MSA Business Meeting was held.  Present at the business meeting were Christina Webster, President 2009-2010 and Bill Kristen (Secretary and Treasurer), Xiaoqing Wang, President-elect, 2010-2011, Bonnie L. Mitchell, Betty Cooper and her student Tamra Blanchard, and Patrick Murphy.
Betty Cooper nominated Bonnie L. Mitchell as the President-elect, her term will be in 2011-2012, and  Christina Webster as the Chair for student paper competition. Both nominations were approved. Bill Kristen is still the secretary and treasurer. Since the MSA has not the bank account yet, Bill will look into the MSA account issues. At the time being, members have to send their checks to Bill Kristen, then Bill will transform the money to the MSA account. 
Betty Cooper contributed $100 for the student paper competition for peace related topics. The money was given to the MSA treasure /secretary Bill Kristen during the business meeting. 
The 2010 President for the MSA is Xiaoqing Wang. The next year’s conference theme will be on teaching sociology. Bonnie and Betty suggested sessions and workshops should include creative thinking, teaching peace courses, applied sociology, public sociology and service learning. Both Xiaoqing and Christina suggested to have a two-level undergraduate paper competition for the upper and lower levels, in order to allow undergraduate students from the two year colleges and community colleges to participate in the competition. Xiaoqing also suggested to have a undergraduate poster competition at the MSA annual meeting. 

During the business meeting, one panel for interdisciplinary peace study for the 2011 MSA meeting was formed by Betty Cooper and Tamra Blanchard. 

Bonnie suggested that the MSA should act more professionally or raise the status of the MSA by making announcements for calling paper and workshop submission in the early Feb, and the deadline in April. Thus make the MSA more visible and professional. 
It was also suggested by several members that the MSA should spread the word that the MSA meeting is affordable for most sociologists in MO since it is only one Friday night and  one Saturday morning. Other suggestions include contacting individual faculty members, and encouraging them to come to the MSA conference, and set up on-line discussion forum for the MSA members. 

The 2011 meeting is scheduled for Oct. 14-15, at the same location (Port Arrowhead resort).  

The meeting was adjourned.
